How can you speak your way to wealth? (13:2)

THE TEXT (NASB)

A man shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth, but the soul of the transgressor shall eat
violence. Classic KJV - Proverbs 13:2

INTRODUCTION

Our mouth can be a useful tool in improving our financial condition.

If we speak with blessing, hope, and encouragement, then we will eventually get good results.
Our words can direct our destiny.

One day, in fact, we will give an account of all our words, whether they were helpful or hurtful.
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COMMENTARY

If we give helpful, beneficial counsel to others, it will rebound on us with blessings in our own
life. Those who are polite and gracious with their words fare better than those who speak rudely
and harshly. As the saying goes: “What goes around comes around.”

Even more, the enjoyment of the “good” is not limited to financial assets, but it includes even
more our security, peace, friendships, and good will. We tend to avoid the pessimist and the
“trash talker,” but we're drawn to the optimist and the gracious conversationalist.

Speak Graciously, Positively, Cheerfully
Learning to say “please,” “thank you,” and “good morning” costs us nothing and makes
everyone’s life more pleasant, efficient and productive. In his book, Life is Tremendous, Charlie
Tremendous Jones says that one basic law of leadership is saying something positive to
everyone, all the time. Jones emphasizes that this is a learned process, and we’re never at the
point when we can stop learning. He jokes about a prisoner on death row, whose friend was
learning to apply the technique, and as the prisoner was heading for the electric chair, his friend
cheered him, “More power to ya!”

People who are uplifting can stay in our memories forever. | still remember a boy in my grade
school: Polite, well-spoken, always smiling, and well-liked by all the teachers and most of the
students. His cheerful, sunny disposition clearly boosted his success with a newspaper home-
delivery route. The only cloud in his sky was the envy of some of his classmates for his
independent source of income. For the rest of us, he was an encouragement—still remembered
today.

Tell Good Jokes

Speaking graciously includes of course the appropriate use of humour—the appropriate use of
humor. Sharing “canned” jokes off the internet isn’'t a bad thing (if they’re good jokes), but it’s

much more natural and friendly to find the humor in our immediate circumstances—the wonky
electronics, the latest government regulations (ha-ha), human oddities, but especially our own
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quirks. Especially when joking about ourselves, humor shows our willingness to join in
community with the people around us. We want to “create” wealth, not “take” wealth, and
creating wealth loves a cheerful community.

Humour is an excellent way to lower the stress in our working relationships and connect with
others, but we must to be careful not to fall into the trap of thinking that the words of mere
mortals can accomplish the same results as the Word of God.

Words have their Limits

Words are very powerful, but we cannot just “Name it and claim it.” Some teach that we can
create “our own reality” simply by speaking with enough confidence, determination and
persistence. This philosophy attributes creative power to our words. Nonsense! Such power
belongs to God alone, who alone has the power to create something from nothing with His
spoken word. He “calls into being that which does not exist,” Romans 4:17b (NASB). Our words
do influence our surroundings, our community. And while trying to speak the truth to others, we
often find it ourselves, but our words themselves do not have creative power apart from
appealing to God and His gracious will.

We must avoid the trap of thinking a good word is always a nice word. Sometimes the best
words are a gentle disagreement or even a sharp rebuke. If someone is stepping onto a
landmine, the good word is “STOP!” With caution, this should apply to our “lifestyle” choices. If
we learn someone intends to cheat on their taxes or abandon their family, we may need to say
something. That's why good preachers (not “nice” preachers) repeatedly proclaim, “Repent.” In
fact, that was the first word in Jesus’ first sermon as recorded in Matthew 4:17.

OUR CREATOR, REDEEMER, AND FRIEND

Jesus said that in the day of judgement we will give an account for “every careless word” we
have said.

By our own words we shall be both justified and condemned (Matthew 12:36-37). Certainly
Jesus was not politically correct. His words offended many religious leaders (Matthew 15:12),
but He spoke the truth and was not partial to anyone (Matthew 22:16).

Jesus chose His words carefully—not to win friends and influence people, but to say only that
which pleased His Father in heaven (John 14:10). Nevertheless, Jesus warns strongly against
offending others unnecessarily in anger or by insult (Matthew 5:22).
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APPLICATION

Memorize the text in your favourite Bible translation and think about it often.

Do you speak words of life or words of death? Verbalize thanks for everything rather
than complaining about what you lack.

Pay close attention to the tone of your words. Speak to encourage others.

Don’t blame others for your own mistakes! | regret many words | have spoken
carelessly.

Which of these steps, if any, does Jesus want you to take now? Ask Him.
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KEY WORDS
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ILLUSTRATION

Who is Blessed Bob?
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Blessed Bob is very fortunate. He recognizes that good things come from God! God is shunned
by many, but not by Bob. Bob loves God. He wants to receive all the good things that God has
for him. He's not too proud to ask God for help. In fact, Bob prays often. Some think that he
prays without ceasing. But he is not without fault. Blessed Bob makes many mistakes, and
when he does, he admits his errors. He corrects them and presses on.

Bob gets so many blessings he feels overwhelmed. His cup overflows. But he doesn't hoard his
blessings. Like Generous Genevieve, Blessed Bob likes to give to others. He is truly
prosperous, even though there are many who are financially richer than he is.

We see examples of Blessed Bob in the Bible in the lives of Job and Joseph. Job went through
some very good times (Job 29:2-25) and some very bad times (Job2:7-8). Joseph had similar
financial cycles (Genesis 39:2,21). Both men kept their focus on God, not on their financial
condition (Job 1:21, Genesis 50:19-21).

More recently we have examples of those who have lived with the same life focus. R. G
LeTourneau was the inventor of the largest earth moving machines in the 1930's and 1940's.
He credited God for his tremendous success. He gave away much of his wealth while he was
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still living saying that, "When | shovel money out to God's interests, God shovels money back to
me, but God's shovel is bigger than mine." He was called the mover of men and mountains
because of his great work and influence. On his gravestone, R. G. LeTourneau left all visitors
with these words, SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS
AND ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE ADDED UNTO YOU MATTHEW 6:33.

Blessed Bob is full of joy. He is satisfied with life!
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